January – Current Event News Article Analysis


Name _____________________________
This month, choose a current event topic that you think is (or should be) newsworthy to the majority of our high school population.

· Spend some time perusing newspapers or news websites for issues that really matter to teens.

· Once you have decided on a topic, search for and read other related articles in order to become truly knowledgeable on your topic. 

· Locate, save, and print at least two news articles on your topic.  (include citations)

· Use the questions below to analyze the articles.

· Create at least 3 open-ended questions about the event/topic to ask at least 3 LHS students.  

· During student interviews, record conversations and later transcribe notes.  (Video/photos encouraged but optional.) 

· Create a written report or PowerPoint that includes each portion of the assignment.    

· Present your written report or PowerPoint to the class on or before Thursday, January 21st.  If you choose NOT to present to the class, the highest grade you can receive is a 90A-.
Create a written report or a PowerPoint that includes all of the following information:

1. Name
2. Current Event Topic 
3. Source, Date, and Title of Article 1 (with citation)
4. Source, Date, and Title of Article 2 (with citation)
5. HEADLINES:  Consider the headlines and give your opinion of each one. 
6. LENGTH OF ARTICLES: How many paragraphs is each article?  How many words are in the article?  (Copy and paste into a word document to check word count).  Give your opinion of which is better and why. 
7. SUMMARY: In paragraph form, summarize the main points of each article.  
8. IMPACT:  Why is this article NEWSWORTHY?  Don’t just list the term(s) - explain your choice(s).  Use Journalism terminology: prominence, proximity, novelty, conflict, timeliness, human interest, fear, consequence, pathos, shock value, and titillation component. 
9. EVALUATE THE LEAD:  Copy the first sentence of each article.  Give your opinion of the length and effectiveness of the lead.   
10. INTERVIEW QUESTIONS:  Prepare at least 3 questions to ask at least 3 LHS students on your topic. Include their responses (written or recorded).  
11. REFLECTION:  Explain why this topic/event is especially relevant to the teen population.  Explain whether or not you feel the people you interviewed represent the ideas/thoughts/ feelings of the majority of teens.  Feel free to end with your personal feelings or convictions.
