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April – Current Event News Article Assignment
Name______________________________________   Publication Date of Article______________
Source of Article_____________________________________________________________________

Title of Article_______________________________________________________________________
Category of Article 
News

Feature
Sports

Review
Editorial
1. HEADLINE:  Consider the title and give your opinion of it. (2 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. LENGTH OF ARTICLE: How many paragraphs is the article?  How many words are in the article?  (Copy and paste into a word document to check word count).  Give your opinion of both.  Did the article need to be longer or shorter to appeal to you as a reader?  (2 points) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. AUDIENCE:  Who is the intended audience of this article?  What type of reader would be the most interested in this article? (2 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. SUMMARY: Summarize the main points of the article.  (6 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
5. IMPACT:  Why is this article NEWSWORTHY?  Don’t just list the term(s) - explain your choice(s).  Use Journalism terminology: prominence, proximity, novelty, conflict, timeliness, human interest, fear, consequence, pathos, shock value, and titillation component. (2 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

6. EVALUATE THE LEAD:  Copy the first sentence of the article.  Count the words.  Give your opinion of the length and effectiveness of the lead.    (2 points) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
7. EVALUATE THE PHOTOS and GRAPHICS:  Give your opinion of the photos and graphics that were included with your article.  (quality, relevance, placement, etc…)      (2 points) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
8.    REFLECTIVE QUESTION:  Prepare a reflective question (or two) to ask the class related to your news article presentation.  It should be challenging and encourage class discussion.  (What if…?  Who thinks…?  Why did they…?) Include your personal opinion to each question posed.  (2 points)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
9. PRESENTATION:  Everyone is expected to present their current event to the class.  During your presentation, project your Current Event article on the Promethean screen so the class can view the headline, lead, article, photos, and graphics. (10 points)
SCORE
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