Honors English 11:  Socratic Seminar
          Name ______________________________
The Crucible by Arthur Miller

          Socratic Seminar Date: ________________
REQUIRED:

Answer any THREE discussion questions. 



On your own paper, write out your responses in paragraph form. 



Find at least one quotation from the text for each question to 



support your answers.   

OPTIONAL:

Share your ideas with the class during the Socratic Seminar.  

Question Choices:

1. What is the meaning of the play’s title?  How is the title appropriate (or not) for the characters, plot, and themes in the novel?

2. Is there a hero in this play? If so, who? Think about heroic actions taken by minor characters as well as major characters.  If you think the play lacks a hero, explain why you think none of the characters’ actions are heroic. Use quotes from the text to support your answers.

3. Identify one message that Arthur Miller is trying to communicate through writing The Crucible.  Explain fully what he is attempting to communicate about the human condition, and/or about how humans should or do behave in relationship with one another.  Be sure to cite evidence from the text for support.  


4. Write persuasively - argue for or against the following statement: "It is nobler to die with integrity than to live with compromised principles that harm others." Use quotes from the text to support your answers.

5. Despite the lessons learned from the Salem Witch Trials, we have seen the damage of mass hysteria repeated. Why do societies throughout history continue to react irrationally in times of fear or panic? 

6. What is a crucible?  Find other words that are similar to crucible and decide why you think it is in the title of the play. Use quotes from the text to support your answers. 

7. What are some similarities/differences between the Salem Witch Trials and the McCarthy hearings?

8. WILD CARD Question – In place of any question above, develop your own open-ended question and answer it with evidence from the text.  (You may use this option only once. ()
