How to Properly Format your Paper According to MLA Guidelines...

Please follow MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines for this research paper.  

1.
Do not use title pages!  Use the standard MLA heading in the top left of the first page of 


your paper.

2.
Your paper should be typed and double-spaced.


3.
Indent for each paragraph using the TAB key. Do not skip lines between paragraphs.
4. In the top, right-hand corner of each page, write your last name and then the page number.  For example, the top of Mrs. Clay’s first page would have Clay 1 on the right.


5.
The last page of your paper is your “Works Cited” page.


6.
Do not use special covers or folders.

7. Use a standard font (such as Calibri, Arial, Maiandra, or Times New Roman - no larger than 12 point) throughout the entire paper.

Other helpful hints for your research paper...
1. The titles of novels, plays, TV shows, and movies are underlined or italicized.

2. The titles of short stories, poems, and articles are placed in “quotation marks.”

3. For the numbers 0-100, use the words.  For 101+, use the numerals.  For percents and dates, use the numerals also.  **Exception…use words if you are starting off the sentence with any number.

4. Indent all of your paragraphs, and make sure you have added necessary transitions for flow.

5. Do not use symbols or abbreviations in a formal paper such as this one (&, w/, b/c, etc.).  

6. Avoid using first person (I, me, mine, my, we, our, us) or second person (you, your) if at all possible.  Your argument will be stronger and more compelling if you use third person:  most people, modern teenagers, opponents/others, individuals, etc…
7. Make sure you proofread your paper several times!  You will lose points for each mistake you make.  Proofread like crazy - have your friends - even your family – double and triple check before you print.
