Honors English 11:  Socratic Seminar

Name:  ________________________
John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men


Socratic Seminar Date: ____________
Socratic Seminar is a method of student discussion where you and other classmates will sit in a circle discussing the novel Of Mice and Men. A question will be posed, and students will respond by agreeing or disagreeing with thoughtful opinion and textual evidence.  Follow the directions carefully to prepare for this task.  Grades will be based on the number of times (no fewer than three) you respond during the discussion, on the quality of your responses and on written preparation.  

Tasks: 

1. Answer THREE questions from the discussion questions. (On the back.)  Find at least two quotations per question from the text to support your answers.  Cite the quotation/reference with a specific page and chapter number.  Your answer should be a paragraph in length.  Each response is worth 10 points. 
2. Wild Card Question:  Create ONE burning question you have about the text.  This question must not be a “yes or no” question, but one that prompts a variety of answers, opinions and points of view.  You should answer your own question with thoughtful opinion and evidence from the text (Yes, that means quotes.). Your response is worth 10 points.
Grading:  


Written Preparation

40 points (3 Discussion Questions + 1 Wild Card Question)

Spoken Portion

30 points 
· + 
10 points       
Thoughtful Comment with relevant quotes

·        
7 points     
Thoughtful Comment, no quote

·  -     
5 points      
Repetitive or obvious statement (no more than 3)
*   
       
7 points        
Personal Connection/Real World Connection

^  
       
10 points       
Connection to another work of literature 
+1         
+1 point
Constructive comment to advance discussion

-1

-1 point
Unnecessary talking; critical or distracting comment

SAMPLE QUESTION: Is Jefferson a man by the end of the novel?

POOR RESPONSE: 

Jefferson is not a man by the end of the novel.  He is never able to do the things that men do. As a result, everyone is sad when he dies.  Grant is the person who is a man by the end of the novel because he matures more than Jefferson does.  

STRONGER RESPONSE: 
Although Jefferson is already a man physically, this alone doesn’t make him a man.  He develops into a man by the end of the novel.  Chapter 29, Jefferson’s diary, is proof of his ability to express his emotions, apologize for any mistakes he made, and thank Grant for the time he invested in him. When Jefferson says, “I coudn hol it back no mo” he reveals that he cannot hold back the feelings associated with the current situation (230).    If Jefferson wasn’t a man, he wouldn’t be able to express his emotions and be honest about how he feels about the outpouring people’s kindness towards him.  Ultimately, Jefferson’s manhood inspires the entire town when he dies at the end of the novel. 
Mrs. Clay - Honors English 11
Of Mice and Men Socratic Seminar Questions
Answer THREE discussion questions and ONE wild card question. On your own paper, write out your responses in paragraph form. Find at least two quotations per question in the text to support your answers.   Use your annotations from reading to assist you.  

1. What is the meaning of the novella’s title?  How is the title appropriate for the characters, plot, and themes in the novel?
2. Explain how the alienation of one or more of the characters illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole.

3. What extent can Lennie’s death be considered symbolic? What “dies” with Lennie? What values did Lennie represent that are arguably “lost” with his life?

4. Does Of Mice and Men offer a positive or negative idea about fulfilling the American Dream?  Focus on one or more characters who are trying to achieve their American Dream.
5. Consider the names of Steinbeck’s characters in this novel.  How are they symbolic, thematic, or archetypal?  What are some of the reasons why the author might have chosen for some characters to remain nameless?

6. Steinbeck has some of his characters use profanity as well as racially derogatory language.  Given the context of the story, are these terms necessary?  What does a character’s use (or not) of language reveal about his or her character?
7. If George Milton were put on trial after Chapter 6, do you think he would be found guilty or innocent? Explain.
8. Compare one of the American Dream poems to any of the characters in the novel.  What connections can you make?  What differences are there?  Are Steinbeck and the author of the poem relaying the same message about America? 
9. WILD CARD Question – In addition to any three questions above, develop your own open-ended question and answer it with evidence from the text.
Use the following chart to assist you as you prepare to participate in the Socratic Seminar: 

	Question # __
	Your Personal Thoughts
	Quotes from book as Evidence: 

1- 

2-



	Question # __
	Your Personal Thoughts
	Quotes from book as Evidence: 

1- 

2-



	Question # __
	Your Personal Thoughts
	Quotes from book as Evidence: 

1- 

2-




