Of Mice and Men – by John Steinbeck


Open Book Quiz:  Chapter 3




Part 1:  Read each statement carefully and fill in the correct detail or name from the novel.
1. Slim has a dog that just had puppies, and he gave one to ____________________.

2. George confided in Slim that where they last worked, Lennie innocently touched a girl’s _______________________ and wouldn’t let go.

3. Lennie was then accused of ________________, so the two friends ran away, hid in a ditch, and escaped.

4. Candy reluctantly allowed his _____________________ to be _____________________ because it was old, nearly blind, in pain, and smelly.

5. ______________________ overheard George and Lennie talking about their dream of owning some land and said he had ___________________ that made the idea possible.

6. They decided to go ahead as a threesome.  As Lennie smiled with pleasure at the idea of their dream, _____________________ threatened then punched him.  
7. Lennie fought back only when _______________________ instructed him to.  

8. Lennie’s grip was so strong that he broke ___________________________________.
Part 2:  Read each line or quotation carefully.  Who is speaking to whom? Why does the quote matter? (What is its significance?)  Try to use a literary term or device in your response.  
9.
 “She’s gonna make a mess.  They’s gonna be a bad mess about her.  She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger.”
10.
 “If I was bright, if I was even a little bit smart, I’d have my own little place, an’ I be bringin’ in my own crops, ‘stead of doin’ all the work and not getting what comes up outa the ground.”

11.
 “Used to play jokes on ‘im ‘cause he was too dumb to take care of ‘imself.  But he was too dumb even to know he had a joke played on him.”

12.
 “It jus’ seems kinda funny - a cuckoo like him and a smart guy like you travelin’ together.”


13.
Lennie “went directly to his bunk and lay down and turned his face to the wall and drew up his knees.”  
What sneaky thing was Lennie doing?

14.
 “Tell you what.  I’ll shoot him for you.  Then it won’t be you that does it.”

15.
 “You know what to do…Take a shovel.”
16.
 “S’pose I went in with you guys… I ain’t much good, but I could cook and tend the chickens and hoe the garden some.  How’d that be?”

17.
 “Well, I didn’t mean nothing, Slim.  I just ast you…I jus’ thought you might of saw her.”

18.  “Leggo of him, Lennie.  Let go.”
19.
 “It ain’t your fault.  This punk sure had it comin’ to him.”  

20.
 “I won’t tell.”
Bonus:  (1/2 point each)

1.
Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s opinions were law.”  Explain how this passage is an example 


of a metaphor.  In your response, show that you understand the meaning of the literary device.
2.
Candy is troubled over whether or not to have his dog killed.  Later he says that he should have done it 


himself.”  Explain how this passage is an example of internal conflict.  In your response, show that you 


understand the meaning of the literary element.
3.
“Through the open door came the thuds and occasional clangs of a horseshoe game.”  Explain how this 


passage is an example of onomatopoeia.  In your response, show that you understand the meaning of 


the literary device.
